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provides that an employee who completes at
least 1,000 hours of service in a 12-month pe-
riod is credited with a year of service for par-
ticipation and vesting purposes. The plan
also provides that an employee who does not
complete more than 500 hours of service in
that 12-month period incurs a one-year break
in service. The plan includes the rule de-
scribed in section 411 (a)(6)(D) for participa-
tion and vesting purposes. Under this rule,
an employee’s years of service prior to a
break in service may be disregarded under
certain circumstances if he has no vested
right to any employer-derived benefit under
the plan. The plan does not contain the rule
described in section 411(a)(6)(B) (relating to
the requirement of one year of service after
a one-year break in service).

(ii) Employee A commences employment
with the X Corporation on January 1, 1977.
Employee A’s employment history for 1977
through 1989 is as follows:

Hours of
service
completed

Year ending December 31

1,000
800
1,000
400
1,000
0

400
1,000
0

0

500
200
1,000

Employee A’s status as a participant during
this period is determined as follows:

1978: Employee A was a plan participant on
January 1, 1978, because he completed a year
of service (1,000 hours) in 1977. He did not
complete a year of service in 1978 because he
completed fewer than 1,000 hours in that
year. Because he completed more than 500
hours of service in 1978, however, Employee
A did not incur a one-year break in service
that year.

1979: Employee A completes a year of serv-
ice in 1979. Because he did not incur a one-
year break in service in 1978, the plan may
not disregard his 1977 service for purposes of
determining his years of service as of Janu-
ary 1, 1979.

1980: Employee A incurs a one-year break
in service in 1980.

1981: Because Employee A had completed 2
years of service prior to 1981 and had in-
curred one l-year break in service prior to
1981, under section 411(a)(6)(D), the plan may
not disregard his pre-1980 service in 1981. Em-
ployee A completes a year of service in 1981.

1982: Employee A incurs a one-year break
in service in 1982.
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1983: Employee A incurs a one-year break
in service in 1983. As of the end of 1983, he
has completed 3 years of service and has in-
curred 2 consecutive one-year breaks in serv-
ice.

1984: Employee A completes a year of serv-
ice in 1984. Under section 411(a)(6)(D), his pre-
1982 service may not be disregarded in 1984
because, as of the beginning of 1984, his pre-
1984 years of service (3) exceed his consecu-
tive one-year breaks in service (2).

1984-1988: Employee A incurs 4 consecutive
one-year breaks in service during the years
1985 through 1988.

1989: Employee A’s pre-1989 service is dis-
regarded in 1989 and all subsequent plan
years because his years of service as of Janu-
ary 1, 1989, equal the number of consecutive
one-year breaks he has incurred as of that
date. Therefore, as of the beginning of 1989,
Employee A is not a plan participant. Em-
ployee A completes a year of service in 1989.
(Although section 411(a)(6)(D) does not pro-
hibit the plan provision under which Em-
ployee A’s pre-1989 service is disregarded,
that section does not require such a provi-
sion in a qualified plan.)

(Sec. 411 (88 Stat. 901; 26 U.S.C. 411))

[T.D. 7501, 42 FR 42329, Aug. 23, 1977, as
amended by T.D. 7703, 45 FR 40985, June 17,
1980]
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rules.

and special

(a) Accrued benefit. For purposes of
section 411 and the regulations there-
under, the term ‘‘accrued benefit”
means—

(1) Defined benefit plan. In the case of
a defined benefit plan—

(i) If the plan provides an accrued
benefit in the form of an annual benefit
commencing at normal retirement age,
such accrued benefit, or

(ii) If the plan does not provide an
accured benefit in the form described
in subdivision (i) of this subparagraph,
an annual benefit commencing at nor-
mal retirement age which is the actu-
arial equivalent (determined under sec-
tion 411(c)(3) and §1.411(c)—(5) of the ac-
crued benefit determined under the
plan. In general, the term ‘‘accrued
benefits’’ refers only to pension or re-
tirement benefits. Consequently, ac-
crued benefits do not include ancillary
benefits not directly related to retire-
ment benefits such as payment of med-
ical expenses (or insurance premiums
for such expenses), disability benefits
not in excess of the qualified disability
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